
	
	

Multisyllabic Word Reading Strategy 
	

Student needs certain pre-skills to use this strategy.                              
They must be able to: 

 Identify vowel names and variant sounds for single vowels 
 Identify common vowel patterns/combinations 
 Identify common prefixes and suffixes 

 

Included in this folder are reference sheets that students can use for the 
above…once instruction has occurred. 

	
Adapted from:  REWARDS, Voyager Sopris Learning 

	
	
	
	

Overt Reading Strategy 
 
 

1. Circle the word parts (prefixes) at the beginning of the word. 

2. Circle the word parts (suffixes) at the end of the word. 

3. Highlight, box, or underline the letters representing vowel sounds in 

the rest of the word. 

a. Use vowel pattern chart or syllable type to figure out vowel 
sounds. 
 

4. Say each part of the word in order. 

5. Say the parts fast. 

6. Make it into a real word. 

	

	 recons t ruc t ion  
	 	



	
	

	
	

Vowel Combinations 
Vowel 

Combination 
Key Word Vowel 

Combination 
Key Word 

ay say oa foam 

ai rain ou loud 

au sauce ow snow, plow 

er her oo school, book 

ir bird ea eat, bread 

ur turn a-e make 

ar farm o-e hope 

or torn i-e side 

oy boy e-e Pete 

oi coin u-e use 

ee deep 

	
	

Sounds and Names of Vowel Graphemes 

Vowel 
Letter 

Sound 
Key  

Word 
Name 

Key 
Word 

a a cat a labor 

e e get e female 

i i sit i pilot 

o o hot o locate 

u u cup u human 



	
	

	
	
	

	
	

Word Parts at the Beginning of Words 

Word Part Key Word Meaning 

dis discover away; apart; negative 

mis mistaken wrong 

ab abdomen from; away; off; not 

ad advertise to, toward; against 

in insert in, into; not; really 

im immediate in, into; not 

com compare with; together; really 

be belong really; by; to make 

pre prevent before 

de depart away from; down; negative 

re return again, back, really 

pro protect in favor of; before; forward 

con continue with; together; really 

per permit through; really 

un uncover not; reversal of; remove 

a above in, on, at; not, without 

ex example out, away 

en entail in; within; on 



	
	

Word Parts at the End of Words 

Word Part Key Word Meaning 

s birds more than one, verb marker 

ing running 
when you do something; 

quality, state 

ed landed in the past; quality 

ness kindness that which is; state, quality 

less useless without; not 

ic frantic like; related to 

ate regulate 
to make, act;                 

having the quality of 

ish selfish like, related to; to make 

ist artist one who 

ism realism state, quality; act 

est biggest the most 

ful careful full of 

or tailor one who; what which 

er farmer more; one who, that which 

al final related to, like 

tion action state, quality; act 

sion mission state, quality; act 

ion million state, quality; act 

tive attentive one who; quality of 

sive	 expensive one who; quality of 

	



	
	

Word Parts at the End of Words, continued 

Word Part Key Word Meaning 

y industry 
having the quality of;          

in the manner of; small 

ly safely how something is 

ary military related to 

ity oddity quality; state 

ant dormant 
one that performs; thing that 

promotes; being 

ent consistent 
one that performs; thing that 

promotes; being 

ment argument that which; quality, act 

ance disturbance 
action, process; quality or 

state 

ence essence 
action, process; quality or 

state 

ous nervous having the quality of 

cious precious having the quality of 

tious cautious having the quality of 

cial special related to; like 

tial partial related to; like 

age courage that what is; state 

ture picture state; quality; that which 

able disposable able to be 

ible reversible able to be 

le cradle  



	
	

	

Word Parts 

 Word 
Part 

Key Word 
Word 
Part 

Key Word
Word 
Part 

Key Word 

Word 
Parts at 
the 
Beginning 
of Words 

dis discover com compare con continue 

mis mistaken be belong per permit 

ab abdomen pre prevent un uncover 

ad advertise de depart a above 

in insert re return ex example 

im immediate pro protest en entail 

Word 
Parts at 

the End of 
Words 

s birds er farmer ment argument 

ing running al final ance disturbance

ed landed tion action ence essence 

ness kindness sion mission ous nervous 

less useless ion million cious precious 

ic frantic tive attentive tious cautious 

ate regulate sive expensive cial special 

ish selfish y industry tial partial 

ist artist ly safely age courage 

ism realism ary military ture picture 

est biggest ity oddity able disposable 

ful careful ant dormant ible reversible 

or tailor ent consistent le cradle 



	
	

	
	

	

he lp lessness  

pers is ten t  

sub t rac t ion  

se l f i shness  

inexpens ive  

cons is ten t l y  

uncovered  

foo l i sh ly  

d iscoverab le  

adver t i sement  

d isa l lowab le  

expans ion  

con federa te  

f rac t ions  

Practice with these words: 



Practice with these words: 
	

d is t rac t ing  

m ismatched  

d isp layed  

d isbanded  

mispr in ted  

admi t ted ly  

cons t ruc t ion  

in fec t ion  

ex te rmina te  

ins t ruc t ion  

commi tment  

in fec t ious  

f ran t i c l y  

unavo idab le  



Practice with these words: 
	

con tex tua l i zed  

reassessment  

improper l y  

exerc ise  

incons is ten t  

unrespons ive  

inconc lus ive  

unde f ined  

mis in te rp re t  

expor ted  

uns t ruc tu red  

p roceed ings  

ind ica t ion  

researchers  



Practice with these words: 
	

main ta ined  

re focus ing  

recons t ruc ted  

conc lus ion  

consumpt ion  

d is t inc t i ve  

res t r i c t ion  

condensa t ion  

re funded  

exc lus ive  

in te rac t ion  

d isp ropor t ion  

removab le  

unpub l i shed  



Practice with these words: 
	

i nva l ida te  

impos ing  

commi tment  

concen t ra t ing  

in tegra t ion  

p red ic tab le  

inves t iga t ion  

p ro fess iona l l y  

con fe rence  

con t ras t ing  

imp lementa t ion  

unreso lved  

under tak ing  

re jec t ion  



Practice with these words: 
	

reor ien ted  

p rec ise ly  

incapab le  

d isc r im ina t ion  

d isp layed  

incen t i ve  

p resumpt ion  

inc iden t  

recoverab le  

ins t ruc t ions  

in f lex ib le  

t rans fo rmat ion  

p resumes 

t ranspor ted  



Practice with these words: 
	

convers ion  

in fe r r ing  

ex t rac ted  

inser ted  

deny ing  

comprehens ive  

con f i rms  

d ispos ing  

revers ib le  

p roh ib i ted  

inv is ib le  

con t rad ic ts  

au tomat i ca l l y  

con fo rmi ty  



Practice with these words: 
	

detec ted  

inspec t ion  

exh ib i t i on  

exp lo i ted  

in tens i f i ca t ion  

unan t i c ipa ted  

devo ted  

res t ra ins  

d is to r ted  

co inc ided  

fo rmat ted  

ins igh t fu l  

suspended 

re luc tan t  


